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Welcome to the first annual report of St Brides Major Community
Council. 

This report is intended to provide you with information on your local
Council and what it does for the community. This is a snapshot of our
work, and I look forward to developing our reports in future years.

Having lived in the area all my life I see it as a huge privilege to have
the role of Chairperson and to be able to support our community in this
way. I encourage you to read this annual report and to consider
attending our meetings either in person or by joining remotely.

We currently have vacancies for two Councillors to represent the
Ogmore by Sea ward. These are voluntary positions. The position of
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer role is also vacant. This is a
paid part-time role overseen by the volunteer Councillors. Please
consider joining us!

More information will shortly be available on our website or by
contacting us directly via angelamparry1@gmail.com

Allan Morgan, Chairman

CHAIRMAN’S
WELCOME
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St. Brides Major Community Council (the Council) covers the areas of St
Brides Major, Castle Upon Alun, Southerndown and Ogmore By Sea.
Our Community Council comprises one of twenty-three electoral wards
within the Vale of Glamorgan unitary authority. It is a semi-rural coastal
community which proves popular with tourists in the summer months and
walkers all year round. It is the western limit of the Vale of Glamorgan
Heritage Coast.

Representing our 2,607 electors, there are five councillors for the Ogmore by
Sea ward and six covering St. Brides Major, Southerndown and Castle upon
Alun district. Councillors undertake a voluntary role with reimbursement for
expenses of £156 per year. The council meets on the second Monday of the
month with meetings held in All Saints Church, Southerndown at 7pm where
press and public are invited to attend. 

Community councils were established under the Local Government Act
1972 (LGA 1972) and replaced the previous system of parish councils.
Responsibility for the Burial ground at St Bridget’s Church and all War
memorials in the ward remain a key responsibility of St Brides Community
Council.

More detailed functions of a community council are set out in LGA 1972 and
associated legislation. For our Council this includes open spaces, seats,
shelters, and footpaths. Under the Local Government Act 2000 (as amended
by the Local Government (Wales) Measure 2011), community councils have
power to do anything they consider is likely to achieve the promotion or
improvement of the economic well-being, social well-being or environmental
well-being of their area (see page 22).

ABOUT
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THE

3

https://www.stbmcc.co.uk/#St_Brides
https://www.stbmcc.co.uk/#St_Brides
https://www.stbmcc.co.uk/#Castle_Upon_Alun
https://www.stbmcc.co.uk/#Southerndown
https://www.stbmcc.co.uk/#Ogmore
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1972/70/contents?lang=en
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1972/70/contents?lang=en


MEETING
COUNCIL

THE

All matters are covered in the meetings with monthly reports received from
the appointed Police Constable / PCSO regarding the crimes in the area,
correspondence received within the month, finances for the month, and an
action list to track progress of concerns. Planning applications are also
discussed, and concerns received by the Community Council are passed to
the Planning Department of the Vale Council. A typical agenda is shown on
page 5 and highlights the attendance of guest speakers to address areas of
concern or interest.

Various councillors are appointed at the annual general meeting in May to
individual positions for example, Burial Ground, Finance, Quarry Liaison and
are responsible to attend meetings related to their area and report back to
the main meeting.
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St Brides Major Community Council
Notice of Meeting

A meeting of the Council will be held on (date) at 7pm in All Saints Church,
Southerndown

 The public are invited to attend.

Example agenda
 Apologies1.
 Police Matters2.
 Declarations of Interest3.
 Minutes of Previous Meeting4.
Matters Arising from the Minutes5.
Correspondence6.

Invitations
Donation requests
VoGC and OVW communications
Transport issues
Community concerns

 Planning7.
 Finance8.

8.1 Finance Report
8.2 Budget Review
8.3 Approval of Payments

 Staffing and payroll9.
 St Brides Major Sports Pavilion10.
Burial Ground11.
Bathing water review12.
Council Website13.
Biodiversity Plan14.
Training Opportunities.15.
Rivermouth Car Park16.
Guest speaker, Vale of Glamorgan Council; Guest speaker Environment
survey

17.

 Updates from Members18.
18.1 St Brides Major 
18.2 Southerndown
18.3 Ogmore by Sea

 Questions for the Chair19.
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YOUR 
COUNCILLORS

The Vale Councillors and the Neighbourhood Policing Team

Allan Morgan (St Brides Major) Chair 2024-5
I have lived in the community all my life, originally
in Heol y Mynydd and now St Brides Major with
my wife Jeannine and our eight year old
daughter. I work for an agricultural machinery
dealer in Llandow. In my spare time I enjoy
supporting the Cardiff Devils ice hockey team
and playing darts for the Three Golden 

Cups team. I first became a Community Councillor in 2008, although I had a
short spell off the council between 2016 and 2018.I have the honour of being
chair of the council for 2024-25, a position I also held in 2011-12.

Heidi Morris (Ogmore by Sea) Vice Chair 2024-5
Hello, I have lived in Ogmore by Sea since 2013
and a Community Councillor since September
2017. One of my main reasons for becoming a
Community Councillor, is the importance of
developing a community which has a keen sense
of belonging and supports each other. Living in
such a beautiful part of Wales, it is important to
look after our environment and keep it safe for
future generations.

Stewart Edwards (St Brides Major)
I joined Community Council in 2022 after
standing down as Ward Councillor for five years.
I have lived in St Brides Major for 40 years, my
three children all went to the school in the village
and my wife Angela and I have voluntarily looked
after the Sports Pavilion for the last seven years!
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Adrian James (St Brides Major) Burial Ground lead
I have been a Councillor since 2008 and have lived
in the St Brides Major since 1962, virtually all my
life. I am an ex-Royal Navy  submariner serving on
ballistic missile submarines in the engineering dept,
having completed the Nuclear Engineering course
and as a ship's diver. I joined Ford Motor Co
Bridgend Engine plant in 1980 and 

worked there in various positions including the chemical and metallurgical
labs and ending in the Engine laboratory. I retired in 2014. I have a degree in
Environmental development awarded from the Open university. I have a
keen interest in environmental matters from a practical point of view. In other
words what can be achieved at a small community level. I am currently the
lead Councillor for the church yard which is the responsibility of the
Community Council, covering maintenance and the allocation of grave
spaces. I deal directly with the undertakers. My hobbies include boating, I
have a motor cruiser in Neyland Pembrokeshire and spend as much time as
I can cruising out of the Milford Haven waterway.

Sharon Evans (St Brides Major) 
I was co-opted to the Community Council in 2022.  I
am a happily retired hospital consultant and have
lived in Southerndown for 25 years. Before that, I
lived in St Brides Major for 10 years where our two
children attended the primary school. I am keen to
promote biodiversity awareness, recycling,
reduction of waste and litter, and cleaner air. I’m
kept busy volunteering in the 3rd sector. I enjoy 

I am from a local family whose ancestry can be
traced back in the St Brides Major area for
generations.  I have been a Community Councillor
for over 10 years and take a keen interest in
voluntary work for the upkeep of the surrounding
areas.

Rhodri Stephens (St Brides Major)

hiking, playing the piano, visiting gardens, travelling and reading (geopolitics,
ancient history and historical novels).
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Hounds, something that we as a family enjoyed and all contributed to. In 2017 I
joined the Community Council with a present focus on ensuring that the Sports
Pavilion and Field comes under the ownership of the local community. I am an
avid golfer and have served on the Board at Coed y Mwstwr Golf Club since
1998.
Angela Parry (Ogmore by Sea) Personnel lead 
Married to a Welshman, we moved to this area on
retirement from the NHS in England where we had
both worked for nearly 40 years. I have returned to
work twice, most recently during the pandemic. I
became a Community Councillor in 2018, keen to
understand more about our local rural community
and how it can be maintained and enhanced. I
undertake a range of other voluntary roles and enjoy
playing golf.

Barry Lewis (St Brides Major) Finance lead
I have lived in St Brides Major for 30 years, having
moved from the Isle of Wight with my wife Sue and
two sons, Mark and David. For 24 years I worked
at Spectrum Technologies in Bridgend, initially as
a Systems Engineer and finally as a Product
Manager before retiring in 2016. In 2007 our son,
Mark, became the Landlord of the Fox and  
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Martin Wynne Jones (Ogmore by Sea)
A quietly spoken professional, practical man; a proud
Welshman who has lived in Ogmore by Sea for some 55
years-a period of great change. Once a small, thriving
community where people knew and cared for one
another, Ogmore has become much different with
development. Although concerned in every aspect of
local politic, his particular focus on the council is the
environment  and water quality-which is of no surprise

given his interests in marine archeology (sometime Chairman of the Marine
Archeological Survey), diving (a qualified diving instructor), and sailing (member
of Aberaeron Yacht Club). You may find him swimming locally at Bwlch Gwyn
(Hardee's Bay), or Bwlch y Gro, else Traeth Bach.  Keen to promote local
interests and local community he openly expresses his irritation at the failure of
the Vale to have adequate regard to the locality.



COUNCILLORS
VALE

YOUR

Carys Stallard
I have been living in Southerndown for almost 19
years, raising two boys here. I have a
represented the St Brides ward on the Vale of
Glamorgan council for over two years. I am  a
Labour councillor. I led a successful campaign to
ensure that cricket is still played on the cricket
field in Southerndown and am still involved with
Vale Cricket Club in Corntown, where I
encourages women and girls  to enjoy 

Jo Protheroe
 Jo   lives in Ogmore by Sea, has two
daughters who went to school here and loves
this place. She grew up in Llantwit Major where
her parents still live. Jo’s great passions in life
are Art and Music and she has a great
retirement plan that involves a studio with
spectacular sea views. Unfortunately,  there is
much to be done before that dream can be
realised. Jo works as a Public Sector  

the sport. I speak Welsh as my first language and am passionate about
environmental issues –often to be seen on my bike or on the bus!
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Procurement Specialist and is passionate that Public Sector Organisations
should lead the way with Sustainable Procurement, and ensuring that where
possible they buy local . Jo likes to be kept busy and since becoming a
County Councillor for St Brides Ward she sits on a number of committees
and chairs Corporate Performance and Resources. She is leading on a
Procurement Task and Finish Group for VoG and Nationally sits on a
Procurement Climate Change Board . She is proud to have set up a Food
Hub for the Ward and is looking forward to working with Atlantic College and
Food Vale to develop this initiative further.



Jamie Williamson (right) is our local Community Police Officer. He works
closely with Angela Stone (left), our Police Community Support Officer. You’ll
see them in the villages from time to time, either on routine patrols,
answering calls, or attending meetings.

Jamie would like to take this opportunity to reassure you that you live in
stunning rural villages, with extremely low levels of Crime and Anti-Social
Behaviour. That being said, our local officers understand that every
community has different challenges. Every community deserves a Police
presence, be it a busy city environment, or a quieter rural village.

With that in mind, if anyone reading this Newsletter has any issues, they
want to bring to the police’s attention, then please contact Jamie either in
person, or via phone / email as below.

POLICING
NEIGHBOURHOOD

THE

TEAM

PC 239 Jamie Williamson
Llantwit Major Police Station
Llanmaes Road
Llantwit Major
CF61 2XD
 
07584 771110 

jamie.williamson@south-wales.police.uk
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The main source of funding for community councils are the funds raised
through the Precept (a charge) to council tax under section 41 of the Local
Government Finance Act 1992. A community council must calculate its
budget requirement for a financial year in accordance with section 50 of that
Act and issue a precept to the billing authority. This is paid in three
instalments: April, August and December. A summary of our 2023-4
accounts is shown below. 

Towards the end of 2023/4  financial year, the Council was contacted by
Audit Wales regarding the non-submission of required documents over the
last four years by our Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer (RFO). Rather
than participate in an investigation our longstanding Clerk and RFO chose to
resign. Whilst Councillors have now worked hard to provide necessary
evidence to Audit Wales it is likely that a charge for additional work will be
levied. The Council would like to apologise to the residents for this and
provide reassurance that the accounts for 2023/4 were submitted in a timely
manner. Many lessons have been learnt including the move to online
banking, oversight of all emails to the Clerk and additional training for
Councillors on all financial matters. It is important that residents are aware
that they can request to view the accounts for the Community Council
normally in the August of each year, and of course may attend any meeting
and raise financial queries.

FINANCE
ANNUAL ACCOUNT

AND THE

SUMMARY
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The Council is a member of One Voice Wales (OVW). OVW is the principal
organisation for community and town councils in Wales and provides a
strong voice representing the councils' interests and a range of high-quality
services to support their work.

Councillors in St Brides Major have accessed a range of remote training
provided by OVW. A training plan has been established whereby the needs
of the Council are assessed and then training undertaken by individual
Councillors to ensure a broad range of expertise is available.

This has built on the transferable skills we bring from our professional
working lives and our local area knowledge. As it is imperative the
Community Councillors uphold exemplary standards of behaviour, all
Councillors have attended Code of Conduct training and Equality and
Diversity training. Additionally, as the management of public monies is a key
to Council business all have undertaken financial training. All Councillors
must submit Declaration of Interest forms and any updates to these are
noted at the start of each meeting.

TRAINING
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We live in an area with a rich and varied wildlife supported by an outstanding
and varied habitat. We also have many environmental experts amongst our
residents. 

Town and community councils are subject to the Biodiversity and
Ecosystems Resilience Duty under section 6 (7) of the Environment (Wales)
Act 2016. This Act means all public authorities must publish information
every three years (since 2019) on what they have done to comply with the
section 6 of the Duty. In consultation with local groups and residents we are
actively working on our Biodiversity plan and hope to publish this on our
website soon.

The Community Council was instrumental in obtaining Bathing Water review
status for the Rivermouth estuary of the Ogmore River. Whilst regrettably
due to pollution in the Ogmore River this has recently restricted bathing,  the
Council is working with local groups and national organisations to undertake
river cleans and reduce the littering and pollution that harms our local rivers.

BIODIVERSITY
ENVIRONMENTAL

AND

RESPONSIBILITY
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An annual report is an opportunity to highlight the work of individuals who
work with the Council to maintain our community. 

Mark Stevens is the person many residents will have seen but may not
know. Indeed, in response to a recent event when his authority to undertake
work was challenged, he has the contact details of Councillors with him
when working so his role can be confirmed to residents. A notable proportion
of the Precept is spent on the work that Mark completes as directed by the
Community Council. 

Mark is the man who keeps the burial ground looking neat and tidy, who cuts
the hedgerows throughout the Ward where these are not the responsibility of
the Vale of Glamorgan Council and mows the grass where appropriate to do
so. Mark has been working locally for nearly 50 years.

Grateful thanks to Mark who goes over and above!

MARK
STEVENS
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BURIAL
GROUND

THE

The Community Council is responsible for the Burial Ground. This
responsibility includes not only the maintenance of the area but liaison with
families and funeral directors regarding the burial of loved ones and the
internment of cremated remains. Records for the burial ground go back to
the 1700s. Our burial ground has many generations of family graves which
continue to bring comfort to many.

21



SMALL GRANT
PROJECTS

The Community Council regularly provides donations to support local
groups. For example, in 2023-4 Ogmore by Sea Village Hall, the playgroup
in St Brides Major and Trees And Flowers For Southerndown (TAFFS) all
received  monies. However, we were conscious that a reduction in requested
precept monies had accrued during the pandemic. Therefore, we went out to
the community via social media to seek local community or environmental
projects that that aimed to benefit the life and wellbeing of community
members. Grants for between £500 - £3,000 were available. A rigorous
application form, assessment and monitoring process was established. Five
grants were awarded with each project having an assigned Community
Councillor to support and / or advise. These projects are outlined below with
further details available on our website.

Ogmore by Sea art project
Ken Rogers successfully bid for 
a grant for the art project, which
he leads and manages 
enthusiastically and efficiently. 
The first meetings of the art 
group started in January 2024.
Thirty people have expressed 
an interest in attending and 
on average 16 people attend
weekly on a Wednesday 
afternoon in the Ogmore by Sea village hall. Art is taught or facilitated by
Ken and invited professional artists and multimedia techniques are
encouraged, including sketching, watercolour and mono printing with
acrylics. Emphasis is placed on depicting seascapes, landscapes and
nature. Portraiture seems popular as well.  The Art group has been a
welcome community initiative and has harnessed artistic talent and creative
ideas to good effect with great satisfaction and increased wellbeing.
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Southerndown Cricket and Social Club (SCSC) Croquet Project
This project is focused on local people who could benefit from further social
activities and gentle exercise to help their wellbeing.  Croquet was identified
as a significant opportunity to help meet this unmet need, further combat
social isolation for the people of Southerndown, and give incentive to
undertake gentle exercise. Friendly social events and organised
competitions are arranged to bring people together and develop community
spirit. Additionally, this scheme brings in a sustainable source of income that
will contribute towards the cost of the running of the Cricket ground and
maintaining the Pavilion for the benefit of local people and cricket players.
Liaison with Merthyr Mawr Tennis and Croquet Club, proved valuable,
together with a successful Sports Wales bid suggested by the Community
Council.  Information and engagement sessions were very popular, and the
first season is now underway.

High Brown Fritillary Project
The High Brown Fritillary conservation project led by Dot Williams is aimed
at preserving and restoring the habitat for this butterfly and many other
species of plants and animals that live in Oldcastle Down within the St Brides
Major ward. Dot has also been awarded a small grant from Arts Council
Wales to employ an artist to work with the project in the local community.
This conservation  project relies largely on volunteers and the Community
Council  grant was to ensure volunteers have the appropriate first aid
training and equipment to carry out their role safely and effectively.

Southerndown Life Savings Club
This is a charity organisation with members from the ages of 7 – 60+. The
project focused on training materials for the junior members and aimed to
improve retainment, gain qualification and give back to the local community
following the pandemic.

CaminoH Pilgrimage Walks
This grant was to support the ministry team at St Bridget’s Church St Brides
Major and All Saints Church, Southerndown with welcome materials and
resources as part of a wider Pilgrimage route between the 12 churches in
the Heritage Coast Ministry Area. 
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21st October 2023 Community Harvest Supper and Maharaja Blues

27th January 2024 Community Supper and Family Quiz

20th April 2024 Community Supper and Local History Talk

13th July 2024 Twmpath

OGMORE BY SEA
RESIDENTS

GROUP

During fiscal year 2023\24 St Brides Major Community Council provided
£500 to support the setting up of community events at the Village Hall,
Ogmore by Sea. In partnership with the Village Hall Trustees the first
community event was held on the 24 th of June 2023. This event was well
attended by Ogmore by Sea residents. It provided an opportunity for the
Ogmore by Sea Community Councillors to engage with residents to discuss
the future community events they would like to see.
Following this engagement, the community events below were scheduled:
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Community events held so far are well attended by residents and feedback
positive. Funds raised through raffles at each event, has enabled the events
to be self-funded.
Below are details of events scheduled to take place during 2024/25:

28th September 2024  Harvest Supper and My Kinda Choir 

11th January 2025 Community Supper and All Aloud Choir 

26th April 2025  Community Supper and Family Quiz

5th July 2025  Summer Party and Bridgend Male Voice Choir 

Flyers advertising the events for 2024/25 will be hand delivered to each
household in Ogmore by Sea. Another benefit from these events, is the
formation of an Ogmore by Sea Residents Group. This Group is currently
being initiated with a Chair, Secretary and Treasurer in the process of being
appointed.



The Community Council is interested to know what you want from your
Council.

If you have any ideas or suggestions for future projects, please do get in
touch or if there is an issue that needs our attention, please do let us know. If
you are interested in standing as a Community Councillor, please also get in
touch. Please email: clerk.sbmcc@gmail.com

Please note that the following matters fall under the County Council and as
such the Community Council can lobby for action or change but it has no
power to act directly or to insist something happens.

County Council matters are:
Highways
Refuse and Recycling

COUNCIL
HELP YOU

HOW CAN THE
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For these matters please do get in touch with:
Carys Stallard: cstallard@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk
Jo Protheroe: jprotheroe@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk

Education
Social Services
Planning

Road Signs
Verge Grass cutting
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