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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 

I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 
2024 of St Brides Major Community Council. My audit has been conducted on behalf of 
the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the Public Audit 
(Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Qualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of my audit, 
in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for concern that, in any 
material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure economy, 

efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Basis of Qualification 

Accounting Statement  

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Accounting Statement properly/fairly presents the 
Council’s receipts and payments/income and expenditure and financial position:   

• The Council has not provided a complete explanation for significant variances within 
the year. 

• The Council has included income other than its precept within line 2. The Council’s 
precept income totalled £22,944. 

• The Council has not provided a properly completed bank reconciliation as at 31 
March 2024. The provided reconciliation does not reconcile to the reported figure 
within the accounting statement.   

• The Council has provided an asset register that has not valuation information, the 
assets held by the Council include 13 bus shelters, benches and equipment. 
Therefore line 12 is understated. 

• The Council has not provided accounting records to support its burial income. 
• The Council has not kept adequate accounting records for all expenditure incurred. 
• The Council’s accounting statements did not reconcile to the annual report. The 

Council appears to have included internal transfers between bank accounts within its 
accounting statement. Additionally, there is £50 unaccounted for between the 
Council’s accounting records and bank statements. = 

• We have identified during the audit that the following lines should be amended: 
o Line 2 should be reported as £23,444 
o Line 3 should be reported as £2,847 
o Line 4 should be reported as £5,313 
o Line 6 should be reported as £30,079. This includes the £50 unaccounted that 

wasn’t included within the cashbook. 
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o Line 7 and 9 should be reported as £30,511 

Annual Governance Statement 

In my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is not consistent with the Council’s internal 
controls and governance arrangements for the year:  
• Assertion 1 and 4. The Council did not approve the accounts in line with the 

requirements of the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014. The Council did not 
advertise the audit and make proper arrangements for the public inspection of accounts 
as required by the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 and the Accounts and Audit (Wales) 
Regulations 2014). 

• Assertion 1: The Council has not maintained proper accounting records as required by 
the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014. The Council’s cashbook does not 
contain sufficient information such as including relevant VAT details and appears to be 
inaccurate. We recommend the Council improved its cashbook to be in line with One 
Voice Wales’ practitioners’ guidance. Additionally, the Council has not reclaimed any 
VAT.  

• The Council’s internal auditor has raised a number of issues in their annual return 
highlighting a number of issues. The report is materially inconsistent with the Council’s 
Annual Governance Statement.  

• Assertion 3: The Council does not publish on its website the information it is required to 
publish electronically by the Local Government (Democracy) (Wales) Act 2013 and the 
Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021. At the time of the audit, the Council 
did not have a functioning website.   

• Assertion 3: The Council has not provided evidence that a budget has been set in 
accordance with the Local Government Finance Act 1992 and that the precept has 
been set in line with the budget. The Act requires the Council to take into account its 
expected income when setting its budget requirement. We recommend that the Council 
sets a budget in accordance with the relevant regulations and codes of practice. 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which do not 
affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the body. 

Late preparation and submission of accounts for audit  

The Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 and the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 
require the Council to make up its annual accounts to 31 March each year and to approve 
the accounts by 30 June immediately following the year end.  

Each year in March we issue the Council with an audit notice. This specifies the date by 
which the accounts should be submitted for audit and sets out our information requirements 
for the audit. 

The Council has failed to comply with the requirements set out in the audit notice for several 
years: 
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Financial year Date of approval by the Council 

2019-20 Not approved 

2020-21 22 April 2024 

2021-22 22 April 2024 

2022-23 22 April 2024 

2023-24 25 July 2024 

Although the primary responsibility for this failure for the 2019-20 to 2022-23 financial year 
lies with the former Clerk, the Council itself took no steps until late 2023 to address the 
omission.  

We recommend that the annual accounts are placed on the agenda for each June meeting 
as a standing item and if the accounts are available, the position is followed up at each 
subsequent meeting. 

Information not provided for audit   

In our audit notice we specify what information the Council must provide for audit.  To avoid 
additional audit fees, it is essential that the Council provides all information requested with its 
initial submission rather than supplying only the annual return and asking us to notify the 
Council if we need further information. We inform the Council of our core information needs 
in advance. 

Council’s accounting records  

The Council’s cashbook does not include sufficient information as suggested by the One 
Voice Wales practitioners' guidance. We recommend that the Council updates its records on 
a timely basis and ensure that the information documented complies with the practitioners’ 
guidance. 

Trust Fund Annual Governance Statement Disclosure   

The Council has not fully completed its Annual Governance Statement and has left assertion 
9 blank. 
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There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 05/03/2025 
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