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St Brides Major Community Council

Minutes of meeting held on 14 Jul 2025.

1. Welcome and Apologies

Present: Cllr H Morris (chair), Clir S Edwards (vice-chair), Cllrs A James, A Morgan, S Evans, B
Lewis, R Eccles, PC J Williamson (SW Police).

Apologies: Clirs A Parry, M Howell , R Stephens, C Stallard, J Protheroe.
2. Declarations of Interest

No declarations of interest were made. Councillors were asked to complete new forms asap
for 2025/2026. Clir Morris will send a link by email (all Clirs).

3. Police matters

PC Jamie Williamson (JW) reported 11 crimes in the area a significant increase from previous
months. 2 thefts, 2 domestic incidents, 1 assault, 1 harassment, 1 blackmail after indecent
images posted, 2 accidents, 2 anti-social behaviour (ASB).

JW reported some good news that some resource will be made available to tackle lamping
offences.

Enforcement:

Long discussion took place regarding enforcement against antisocial speeding and vehicle
noise and inconsiderate (dangerous in some instances) parking the past weekend. JW
explained lack of front line police personnel to deal with these.

The council felt there was a need to contact the Head of Enforcement requesting details of
their enforcement policy in our area. The chair will act on this. (HR)

An OBS resident, Alun Phillips, had written to the clerk expressing great concern over
unauthorised vehicular access on the common near the river (at the site near to the recent
river clean) with strewn litter and large people gatherings. The Community Council (CC) was
asked to contribute to the buying of large boulders to prevent this recurring but it was
agreed that this was not a matter for the CC but rather for the VoG Council Highways and
Byways and the Commoners Association. A letter will be sent to Alun Phillips with helpful
email contacts (S Evans).

4. Minutes of meeting 9 Jun 2025
These were accepted as a true record of the meeting.
5. Action list:

Clir Lewis reported that the new electricity contract will be held with YU with no standing
charges.
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4 replacement benches (2 by monument, 1 by Farmer’s Arms, 1 by Ogmore Village Hall
(OVH) will be ordered after the precept has been obtained.

6. Matters arising:

a) Sports Pavilion (SP): A public meeting to discuss the future of the SP will be held on
Tuesday 15 July, organised by Vale Clir Stallard. This has been widely publicised.

b) Annual Report: 2 outstanding grant project reports are outstanding, Golf Croquet
and Surf Lifeguards (BL, AJ).

c) Rubbish Bins: VoG council have returned 1 bin near Norton, 1 bin returned to Slon
Lane. A member of OBS community, Rob Woods, present at the meeting reported
that he had reliable information that RED fire bins would be installed at certain
points in due course.

d) Bus Shelters: on Action List, Clir Morgan will pursue quotations for repairs (AM).

e) Bus Timetables: it was agreed that there is confusion around timetable changes and
lack of information and the community is entitled to timely posting of accurate
timetables in each bus shelter (HR).

f) Speed cameras: a letter replying to the clerk’s enquiry suggested that a community
speed watch be set up and the difficulties of implementing this were discussed.
7. Correspondence
A letter was received from Alun Phillips. This was discussed under Police Matters above.
8. Planning

Planning application 2025/00615/FUL (LF) location: land at Enfys Farm, St Brides Major.
Councillors objected to this application on grounds that it was not an agricultural endeavour,
access was restricted and there was a history of several changes of use constraining the
application. An objection will be made online (S Evans).

There was no objection to the planning application for Belmont House.
9. Finance

Clir Lewis presented the finance report. The auditors fine was less than anticipated. He
updated the request for payment to include Mark Stevens groundwork costs and the new
figure was given as £6967.22.

The report was accepted and full approval for payment received.
10. Grant Projects

Closed. Final reports will be published in the Annual Report.
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11. Donations
These will be reviewed in October.
12. Website

This needs updating and a solution is being sought with Vision ICT which will incur a small
cost.

13. Burial ground

All mowing and groundwork is up to date and the burial ground is in good order. ClIr James
informed the council that Mark Stevens is retiring on health grounds and a new groundsman
needs to be found. David Stevens (Mark’s son) will maintain the grounds until September
(AM).

14. Biodiversity and Environment

The purpose and cost of silt analysis of Pitcot Pool, St Brides Major was discussed. The Duchy
of Lancaster has given permission for this to take place. The CCis willing to contribute to the
£6000 cost but conditional to the VoG Council setting out the forward cost and budget and a
commitment from the VoG to complete the restoration. Councillors are concerned that the
money might be wasted if nothing progresses after the silt analysis is undertaken. It is
anticipated that the restoration will be very costly. Clir Evans will write to VoG ecologist Colin
Cheesman expressing our concerns (S Evans).

Duchy of Lancaster will be supplying/replacing a lifesaving ring for Pitcot Pool.

Clir Evans attended the Celtic Wildflowers nursery tour as part of the Wales Nature Week
event. She found it inspiring and interesting.

Clir Evans to convene first Biodiversity working group to agree terms and conditions (S
Evans).

15. Reports from members
a) Southerndown

The recent music festival was well attended and a great success. The Stanley Bowl croquet
competition (and social event afterwards) took place on 13 July and was well attended on a
fabulous summer’s day.

There was very inconsiderate parking on the hot summer days when the beach and Three
Golden Cups pub were very busy.

b) Ogmore by Sea
Bridgend male voice choir concert in OVH on 02/08.

Several rescue and distress calls made in the Rivermouth area with paddleboarders and
swimmers caught in riptide.
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Residents complaining of overgrown hedges on Sutton Road. CllIr Eccles will write to Vale
Clirs to address this (RE).

c) St Brides Major
Dog mess is an ongoing issue and dog litter bins are much needed.

The school side path for schoolchildren needs improvement. Vale Clir Stallard and Protheroe
to be informed for advice and help (S Evans).

d) Vale Councillors’ report

A comprehensive written report was circulated under correspondence. The councillors
expressed appreciation for the report.

16: Any other business:
a) Recruitment of Clerk

lan Hughes has resigned due to health issues. Recruitment of a new clerk was discussed and
it was agreed that an advertisement will be placed in the Glamorgan Star newspaper fora 4
week period at a cost of £320 plus VAT. Ads will also be placed in all bus shelters, churches
and church halls, pubs and OVH. Word of mouth to interested residents (all Cllrs)

Chair to write to lan Hughes expressing the thanks of the CC and best wishes for the future
(HR).

b) Recruitment of OBS community councillor

We need a councillor to replace Martin Wynne-Jones. Several options were discussed
including appealing to interested younger residents (all Cllrs).

c) St Brides Major church clock

St Brides Major ward Cllrs to meet with Chair to discuss church clock repairs (HR, BL, RS, S
Edwards, AM, AJ).

Date of next meeting: 8 Sep 2025



